Chapter IV
MARRIAGE

THE next three years they lived in a state
} of idyllic happiness. Not that they secluded
JL- themselves from the world. On the contrary
they were one of the smartest young couples in Lon-
don. Their home was in the heart of its whirling centre:
Lady Melbourne, in the Continental fashion, had
allotted to them the first floor of the family mansion in
Whitehall. Here, attended by a retinue of pages in
liveries of scarlet and sepia designed by Caroline, they
kept open house; received morning and afternoon
visitors, gave dinner parties lasting till one in the
morning, after which the guests would sometimes
descend to Lady Melbourne's apartments on the
ground floor for supper. Two years after marriage a
son was born, Augustus.
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